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An Investigation on the Establishment of Public

Art in Elementary School Campus

Abstract

The school campus is mostly quiet to nurture students to be engrossed in study. Many
schools have introduced art into their campuses, seeking through the "environmental
education™ to enhance the effectiveness of teaching. Public art, acting as " a museum
without walls™, can react to the general public so that most of the non-specific audience
have the best chance to view and appreciate art. It is hoped that art becomes part of
everyday life.

This study first, through expert interviews and literature reviews, establishes the
assessment framework for public art in elementary school campus. Major factors in the
framework and minor factors for each major factor are determined by using the expert
questionnaires of the Delphi method. The final assessment framework contains five major
factors and a total of 18 minor factors. The five major factors are “theme”, “form”, “space”,
“user” and “maintenance”. The factors in the framework are then applied to the elementary
schools in Wuri Township to investigate the problems encountered for public art
established in school campus. Finally, the improving strategies are proposed using the
expert questionnaires of the Delphi method again.

The obtained results indicate that “performance enhancement”, “accessibility”, “space
coordination”, “identity”, “education promotion plan”, “maintenance fund” and
“adoption system” are seven factors that cannot be fully satisfied by most of the schools in
Wauri Township. Experts have hoped that through the "overall planning consideration”, the
campus public art can closely integrated with its surrounding buildings in a school. Also,
they have recommended that the public art team of a school can include public art
professionals to provide opinions for its public art establishment. Through public art
education promotion plan and budgeting from government agencies, public art aesthetics
can be deeply rooted in people’s daily life.

Keywords: Public art, Campus public art, Delphi method, Assessment framework
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